
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.  

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• Large print service folders and assisted listening devices are available from an 

usher.  

 

• Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder or available online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). 

Completed cards may be placed in the baskets by the exit. 

 

• Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 a.m. 

The Joyful Christian: Paul’s Letter to the Philippians  

(Fellowship Hall, lower level of church) 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 
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The Second Sunday in Advent 

December 4 & 5, 2021 

 

When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles His People 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship (10:30 a.m.) Jesus Loves Me 

Grades K2, K3 & K4  additional lyrics by Stephen Elkins  

 

 Jesus loves me, this I know, born in Bethlehem to show 

 God is with us; let us sing. He is Lord, and he is king. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so. 

 

 In a manger he does lie – see the stars shine in the sky. 

 Angels sing; their words proclaim hallelujah to his name. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so. 

 

 Shepherds, kings, and wise men kneel, worshiping the Lord who’s still. 

 Miracle of grace and love – Jesus comes from heaven above. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so. 

 

Opening Hymn O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship ‘93 19 

 

C: O Lord, how shall I meet you,  

 How welcome you aright? 

 Your people long to greet you, 

 My hope, my heart’s delight! 

 O Jesus, let your Word be  

 A lamp to light my way, 

 To show me how to please you,  

 To guide me ev’ry day.  
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 See, Zion casts before you  

 Green boughs and fairest palms, 

 And I, too, will adore you  

 With joyous songs and psalms. 

 My heart shall bloom forever  

 For you with praises new 

 And from your name shall never  

 Withhold the honor due. 

 

ADVENT GATHERING RITE 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

(sung) I lay in fetters, groaning,  

You come to set me free; 

I stood, my shame bemoaning,  

You come to honor me; 

A glory you do give me,  

A treasure safe on high, 

That will not fail or leave me  

As earthly riches fly. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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(sung) Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,  

Let not your souls distress; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon  

And cover by his grace. 

He comes, for you procuring  

The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing  

A heritage in heav’n. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

M: We light two Advent candles and remember Jesus, the One who came in history. He came into 

a world of sin and death as the promised Messiah. 

 

C: We remember Jesus, the coming Lord whose way John the Baptist prepared. 

 

M: We hear his call to repent. 

 

C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal. 

 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, and dwell among us. 

 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.  

 

The Advent candles are lit during the sung response. 

 

(sung) Love caused your incarnation; 

Love brought you down to me. 

Your thirst for my salvation 

Procured my liberty. 

Oh, love beyond all telling 

That led you to embrace 

In love, all love excelling, 

Our lost and fallen race!  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us 

strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

(sung) Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, 

Who sit in deepest gloom, 

Who mourn o’er joys departed 

And tremble at your doom. 

Despair not; he is near you, 

He’s standing at the door 

Who best can help and cheer you 

And bids you weep no more. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Malachi 3:1-7b 

The Lord humbles his people so that we might stand when he comes near on the Last Day. 

 

 “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you 

are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says 

the LORD Almighty. 
 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a 

refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the 

Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in 

righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone 

by, as in former years. 

 “So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and 

perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, 

and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me,” says the LORD Almighty. 

 “I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the time of 

your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I 

will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty.  
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 66 

 

  

 Shout with joy to God, all the earth! 

  Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious! 

 

 Praise our God, O peoples, 

  let the sound of his praise be heard. 

 

 He has preserved our lives 

  and kept our feet from slipping. Refrain 

 

 Come and listen, all you who fear God; 

  let me tell you what he has done for me. 

  

 If I had cherished sin in my heart, 

  the Lord would not have listened; 

 

 but God has surely listened 

  and heard my voice in prayer. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain   
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Second Lesson Philippians 1:3-11 

In humility, we wait for God to come near on the Last Day and complete the good work he began in us. 

 
  I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in 

chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. God can testify 

how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 

insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of 

Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of 

God. 

 

Verse of the Day  

 Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. And all mankind will 

see God’s salvation. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Luke 3:1-6 

John’s preaching humbled the people and prepared them to meet the Lord who was coming near. 

 

 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar – when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 

Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 

Abilene – during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the desert. He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

 “A voice of one calling in the desert, 

  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 

  Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. 

  The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. 

  And all mankind will see God’s salvation.’ ” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  
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Be seated 

 

Anthem (8:00 a.m.) O Come, O Come Immanuel 

Junior Choir by Natalie Sleeth  

  

O come, O come, Immanuel, come now to earth and with thy people dwell, 

The world awaits from heav’n a holy sign, O come and show to us the light divine. 

 

O come, O come, Immanuel, as age to age the prophets did foretell; 

Redeemer, come to save us one and all, be born again in Bethl’hem’s manger stall. 

 

For thy coming we prepare, wisdom from on high, 

Gracious Spirit, Lord most fair; now to us draw nigh. 

 

O come, O come, Immanuel, and free thy children Israel, 

Be now our hope, our comfort from above, and bless us all with everlasting love. 

 

Hymn of the Day On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 Christian Worship 316 

 

Sermon Philippians 1:3-11 

 

Advent Reminders 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our 

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated  

to give an offering. To submit your offering electronically or to fill out an  

online Connection Card, scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 
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M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to those living 

in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

  

 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever. 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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Be seated 

 

The Scriptures teach us that receiving the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration  

of shared belief. Therefore, we ask our guests who are not members  

of a WELS or ELS congregation to refrain from receiving the Lord’s Supper  

until they have had the opportunity to talk with one of our pastors about our beliefs and practice.  

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.  

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 15 of the service folder. 

 

Distribution Hymns There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying 

 Christian Worship 308  

 

Behold, a Branch is Growing 

Christian Worship 360 

 

O Lord, We Praise You 

Christian Worship 673 

 

Please stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding (stanzas 1 & 4) 

Christian Worship 318 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Merciful Lord, I come here to your table trusting in your measureless grace and not in my own 

goodness. Even though I am not worthy to eat the crumbs under your table, you are always rich in 

mercy. Gracious Lord, grant pardon and peace through the body and blood of this sacrament. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood.  

You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains  

in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Advent 2 

 

 

  

M Isaiah 14:1-23 2 Peter 3:1-18 

T Isaiah 24:1-13 1 John 1:1-2:14 

W Isaiah 24:14-25:12 1 John 2:15-29 

R Isaiah 26:1-19 1 John 3:1-24 

F Isaiah 26:20-27:13 1 John 4:1-21 

S Isaiah 28:14-29 1 John 5:1-21 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Dr. William Braun, organ (Sunday) 

 

Communion Assistants Jon Johnson & Greg Martin (8:00 a.m.) 

 Adam Goede & Jeff Scheibe (10:30 a.m.)  

 

  

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by Pete and Lorrie Hansen in celebration of their 42nd  wedding 

anniversary. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Mark Naumann, scheduled for surgery this coming Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

“Jesus Loves Me” Additional lyrics © Wonder Workshop, a division of Stephen’s Group, Inc. 

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” Text public domain. 

“Psalm 66” Tune Steven Warner © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

 “O Come, O Come Immanuel” Text © 2004 Choristers Guild. 

“Zion, at Your Shining Gates” Text stanzas 1, 3-5 public domain. Text stanza 2 © 2006 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. Tune © 1990 Concordia Publishing House.  
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Parents’ Preview for December 12 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Zion, at Your Shining Gates” 

(Christian Worship Supplement 701) 
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St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesdays, December 8 & 15 Midweek Advent Worship  

 3:30* & 6:45 p.m. 

 

Saturday, December 18 Early Learning Center Christmas Service  

 9:00 a.m.* 

 

Saturday, December 18 Worship with Holy Communion 

 5:30 p.m.  

 

Sunday, December 19 Worship with Holy Communion 

 8:00* & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Friday, December 24 Grade School Christmas Service 

 4:00 p.m.* (Wisconsin Lutheran High School) 

 

Friday, December 24 Service of Lessons & Carols 

 7:00 p.m.* 

 

Saturday, December 25 Christmas Day Festival Worship  

 10:00 a.m.* 

 

Saturday, December 25 No evening worship 

 

Sunday, December 26 Worship 

 8:00* & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Friday, December 31 New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy Communion 

 6:45 p.m.* 

 

Saturday, January 1 Worship with Holy Communion 

 5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, January 2 Worship with Holy Communion 

 8:00* & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Services marked with a * will be broadcast online at www.sjtosa.org/video. 

http://www.sjtosa.org/video
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


